
 

RECEPTION CURRICULUM MAP OVERVIEW 
 

Autumn 1 2026 

 

Teachers: Mrs James, Mrs Walker and Mr Ward  

Early Morning Work:  

As the children enter the classroom, they will be met with exciting activities to participate in. These activities will be 

focusing on the development of the children's gross motor skills - for example, climbing, hopping, jumping, building, 

balancing and sitting correctly, to fine motor skills - for example, cutting pinching, squeezing, twisting and 

manipulating.   

Theme:  

The topic for this half term is ‘All about Me’. We will be 
learning how to work cooperatively, as part of a team, 
and talk about our new friendships. We will be 
celebrating our families, looking at the different make-
ups of our families and be thankful for our similarities 
and differences. 

Expressive Art and Design: 

Linked to our theme, children will be creating self-portraits 
and pictures that show our families. We will be thinking 
about our handprints and footprints and the effects of 
colour mixing. We will experiment with different tools to 
mark make, thinking carefully about the different textures 
and patterns that can be created by using them in different 
ways. Listening carefully to different instruments, we will 
be thinking about loud and fast, slow and quiet and create 
our own body percussion compositions.  

Literacy: 

In Literacy, we will be reading a wide range of fiction 
and non-fiction texts, which will reflect on our theme 
"All about me.". These will include Elmer by David 
McKee, My World Your World by Melanie Walsh and, 
It’s Okay to be Different by Sharon Purtil. We will be 
focusing on recognising our names followed by writing 
our names by hearing, saying and writing the sounds in 
it. We will be working on knowing our alphabet 
completely and begin to recognise the sound names as 
well as the letter names from any part of the alphabet. 
E.g. What letter comes after f? We will also be thinking 
about the correct way of holding our mark making 
equipment and encourage the children to use the 
tripod grip leading to great pencil control for their 
writing. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 

We will be using the theme of ‘All About Me’ through 
learning activities and discussions to develop the children’s 
social skills and self-confidence. We will be using our 'Zones 
of Regulation' to discuss our emotions and how certain 
things make us feel and the physical reaction they can give 
us. We will look at our likes and dislikes and celebrate the 
similarities and differences within our class, school and 
worldwide diverse community.  

Mathematics: 

As part of the children's daily Maths sessions, we will 
be using Maths Mastery which looks at developing the 
children's knowledge of number as a whole. The 
children will look at learning what makes a number, 
how it can be made and how it can be shown, using 
different pictorial representations. We will be matching 
sorting and comparing objects this half term and 
developing our understanding of measure and patterns.  

Phonics: 

We will be introducing daily phonic sessions following our 
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds reading scheme. We will 
begin teaching phase 2 starting from Monday 21st 
September through our daily phonics sessions and within 
the continuous provision activities.  
Introducing new sounds: 

s,a,t,p,i,n,m,d,g,o,c,k 

Tricky words: 

to, the, no, go, I  

Understanding the World: 

Throughout our topic we will be thinking carefully 
about our senses and the delights they bring us. We will 
be thinking about our families and how people are 
related to us. We will think carefully about our homes 
and compare those to different cultures around the 

PE: Thursday with Sportacus (and outdoor learning on 

Friday) 

 

Key Skills:  

Physical: balance, run, jump, hop, change direction 

Social: support others, work safely, take turns 

Emotional: honesty, determination  



world, thinking carefully about their different climates 
and look at where they are on a world map.  
 

Every Friday- Please wear forest school clothing to 

school. These should consist of clothes that cover legs 

and arms.  

Thinking: decision making, comprehension, select and apply 

 

We will be developing balancing, running and stopping, 

jumping and landing with control and exploring different 

ways to travel. 

 

On THURSDAYS children will need to wear their PE 

kit to school. 

Reading: 

Your child will be given the opportunity to bring home a 
picture book everyday.  This book is for your child to 
discuss with you, it is a book to encourage a love of 
reading and for you to enjoy together creating different 
stories to match the pictures.  
Once your child is ready, reading books will be sent 
home and changed once your child has read three 
times - Please ensure reading books and signed reading 
records are in on these days otherwise children may 
have to wait for these to be changed.   
If you have any questions about your child's reading, 
please do pop a note in the reading record or speak to 
Mrs James. 
Reading with your child should be completed at least 3 
times a week to greatly increase their progress. 
 
“Research indicates that children who are read to at 

least three times a week have a 74% higher likelihood of 

performing well in school compared to peers who are 

not read to.” (Raising Children Network) 
 

Dates to remember: 

 
Please keep an eye on the newsletter for other important 

dates. 

Home Learning: 

 

Alongside the children's daily reading, phonics sheets 
and homework will be sent home on Tuesdays and will 
be due in the following Monday where it will be 
marked. If your child struggles with any of this, please 
do speak with us. 
 
 

Other:   

 

What you need and when: 

Coat: Please provide your child with a warm coat every 
day, which they can easily put on themselves. The children 
learn outside in all weather and need to be dressed 
appropriately.  
Water: A named water bottle— this needs to be filled each 
day and brought into school.  
Wellies: We go outside in all weathers.  
PE Kits : To be worn into school every Thursday.  
Forest School Clothing: To be worn into school every 
Friday. 

 

Please ensure all items of clothing are named. 
 

Together, we Aim, Believe and Achieve 

 

 

 

 

 



The children are consistently working towards meeting the following points by the end of 

their school year: 

Reading: 

Writing: 

 



Maths: 

 

 

 

 


